Coping with prostate cancer in Asian-American, Native Hawaiian, and Caucasian families.
Prostate cancer is the most commonly diagnosed invasive cancer among men in the United States. In order to explore the coping experience of men and their families facing prostate cancer, a qualitative analysis of written responses to open-ended questions related to roles during the illness experience, closeness of relationships, and coping strategies was conducted with a sample of 100 Caucasian, Asian, and Native Hawaiian participants. Results indicate that family members and friends are essential to coping with the effects of the disease, and also that spouses, children, and friends fulfill unique and important roles in facing the illness experience.